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Dr. MOHIADDIN ALWAYE

Dr. Mohiaddin Alwaye was born and brought up in “Veliyathunad” village near the

renowned town of Alwaye in “Kerala” State of India.

He was born on June 1, 1925. Having completed his primary education under the
guidance of his venerable father, Sheikh Mackar Moulavi, who was a revered scholar
and preacher. Mr. Alwaye continued his studies in leading Islamic and oriental institutes
in India. After obtaining M.F.B Degree from the BSA College in S. India. Mr. Alwaye
obtained the title of “Afzalul Ulema” in 1949 from the Faculty of Oriental Studies of
Madras University. Soon he was appointed as a Lecturer in the R.U. A. college in

Kerala.

In 1950, Dr. Alwaye was delegated, for higher studies, to the Al-Azhar University of
Cairo. He joined the Specialization course, leading to the degree of M.A. of the Faculty
of Theology. He obtained in 1953 “Al-Alimiyyah” Degree (M.A.) with 93% of the total
marks. Al-Azhar sources said that never in the history of the old University a foreign
student had scored such a record. Recognizing his merits the University awarded him.
Scholarship and he also got Stipend from the Indian Council for Cultural Relation.

During his stay in Egypt, Dr. Always undertook extensive literary activities, including
contributions of articles to newspapers and magazines on various subjects. He also
wrote some books. Dr. Alwaye was the Chief Editor of “Al-Bo’outh” Magazine, organ of
the foreign educational missions in Egypt. On account of his various contacts with
professors and other scholars and various social cultural organizations he could obtain
a good knowledge and experience about education and cultural activities in Wes Asian
countries. Also he delivered manuy lectures in various places in Egypt, about Modern
India and her Developments in different walks of Life.

On his return to India from Cairo in 1955, Dr. Alwaye was appointed in the Arabic Unit of
the External Services of All India Radio, New Delhi. In the meantime, he continued his



literary activities in the Indian Council for Cultural Relations and Sahitya Academy of
India.

During his stay in Delhi, the Capital of India, Dr. Alwaye acquired extensive experience
in the cultural and literary affairs of various states and peoples of India. He also became

acquainted with various Indian religious, cultures and literature.

He worked for stronger literary and cultural relations between the Indian and Arab

people which were duly recognized by the concerned bodies.

Again late in 1963, Dr. Alwaye returned to Cairo, accompanied by his family to complete
his studies of Ph.D. Degree in the University of Al-Azhar. He intended to obtain full
mastery of Arabic literature and to build up an Indian family well versed in Islamic
culture and nourished in the Arabic language and literature, in order to contribute to the
service of Islamic studies and Arabic languages in the Indian community.

When Mr. Alwaye decided to return to Egypt, with his family, the great Indian
philosopher, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, (the then president of India) financed the air trip cost
of him and his family, in appreciation of his literary activities and Venerating the
grandness, of Al-Azhar.

Mr. Alwaye joined the Higher Studies Course in Philosophy at the University of Al-

Azhar. He passed the “Specialized Examination” in July 1965, with “Excellent” grade.

Since 1964, Dr. Alwaye served as a lecturer of Islamic Studies in the Medical Faculty of
the University of Al-Azhar. Later, in 1965, he was appointed to teach the same courses

in Al-Azhar’s Girls College.

On the request of those colleges, Dr. Alwaye has brought out a textbook for Islamic
Studies in English, the “Essence of Islam” in two parts. The book deals with the



principles of Islam and refutes some suspicions raised against it, as well as giving a
beautiful introduction of the basic tenets of the Holy Quran, on which Islam is based.

Dr. Mohiaddin Alwaye also served as member of the office of His Eminence Sheikh
Ahmed Hassan Al-Bakouri, Rector of Al-Azhar University. In 1968 he was member of
the Examination Board, to select the delegates being sent by Al-Azhar to West Asian

countries.

Since 1964 Dr. Alwaye has been Editor of the English Section of “Al-Azhar Magazine”,
which is the organ of Al-Azhar. Dr. Alwaye contributed to many Arabic periodicals as

well as edited regular topics in some leading journals, some of which are as follows:

“Al-Azhar Magazine” (Organ of Al-Azhar) :
- Eastern philosophy
- Arabic Works of Indian Scholars.
“Mimbar Al-Islam” (Organ of the Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs) :
- Spotlight on the Islamic History
- Palestine and the Muslim world.”
“Al-Resala” (Published by the Ministry of Culture, UAR, and edited by the famous writer
Ahmed Hassan Zayyat) :
- Contemporary Eastern and Indian Literatures.
“Sawt El-Shark”, (Published by the Information Services of India, Cairo)
- Indian topics

- Muslim personalities of India.

Some of his works are :

Arabic:
1. Islam and World Evolution
2. Islam and Human problems.

3. Islamic Call and its developments in India.
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4. Islam and Life.
5. ‘Chemmeen’ (Translation of an Indian novel, published by the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations, New Delhi).
Urdu:
6. ‘Arab Dunya’ (Published by Nadwathul Musannifeen, Delhi)
Malayalam :
7. ‘Arab Lokam’ (the Arab world)
8. Albirunie’s India (Translated from Arabic, and published by the Central Sahitya

Academy of India, New Delhi).
English :
9. ‘Essence of Islam’, part | and Il (Anglo-Egyptian Bookshop, Cairo)
10.‘Al-Azhar’. An Introduction (booklet).

In addition to this new book in Arabic “Contemporary Indian Literature”, which contains
an analytical study of all major Indian languages and literature. Dr. Always is engaged
now in preparation of two books, the first being about Ancient Oriental Religions and
second about the contemporary Eastern literature. The two books are intended to serve
as references for students of religions and those interested in the cultures and

literatures of different nations.

In 1971 Dr. Mohiaddin Alwaye had obtained his Ph.D. Degree from Al-Azhar University,
on his Thesis ‘Islamic Call and ités Developments in the Subcontinent of India’. This
thesis shall usher further studies in the ancient religions, revealed and ethnic, for
comparative studies of religions, of the significant role played by the Arabs to expound
the Islamic call in India and neighboring countries in various times and ages. In fact, the
thesis which was the first attempt, of its kind, on the subject, shall promote better
understanding between Indian and Arab intelligentsia, and shed light on the present and

future of Islam in New India.
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Since 1970, Dr. Alwaye has been appointed as the Editor of the News Magazine “Soutul
Hind” (Voice of India) published by the Embassy of India, Cairo.

No doubt that his stay in Cairo, capital of the Arab and Islamic world, helped Dr. Alwaye
to acquire further knowledge and experience of the cultural and educational affairs of
the Arab world, and its Universities and Seats of learning. It also privileged Dr. Alwaye
to strengthen his personal relations with Scholars, Writer and Masters of different
Schools of Thought.



PREFACE

It was said in the past that “India is like a small world in itself”,
containing different races, religions and languages. It has a vast area,
almost like that of a continent. In fact the whole of the European
continent can be fitted into the area of the country called India. It is
twenty times the size of Britain. India is considered the first country
having a large number of religions and languages. She is the second
largest in population and third amongst the countries of the world in
the number of her Muslim population. The study of a nation’s
languages, literatures and arts plays a vital part in understanding their

ways of thinking, religious ideas and characters.

Since a long time India has had many different races, cultures and
civilizations. The original races of human beings are still found existing
in India, a part of it the three preliminary origins: the Aryans, the

Mongoleids and Negro. The following category contains:

1. The origin race before the “Dravidians”, distinguished with short
figure, wide nose, living in tribal areas.

2. Dravidy race, distinguished with short figure, black skin, thick
hair and long head, living in South India (Madras, Andhra
Pradesh, Kerala and Mysore).



. Aryan race, centralized in North India especially in Kashmir,
Punjab and Rajputana distinguished with long figure, fair skin,
and small nose.

. Turkish — Persian race, living in west of Indus River (North-West
frontiers areas and Baluchistan etc).

. Sati-Dravidian race, centralized in east of Indus River, e.g. Sind,
Gujrat and the western part of the Indian Continent,
distinguished with long head and short nose.

. Arian — Dravidian race, and it is known as “Hindustani”, usually
living in Central India, Bihar and East Punjab, distinguished with
long head, brown colour and medium height.

. Mangolian race, living in Assam, Himalaya and some place in
Kashmir and Punjab, distinguished with big head, yellow skin
and short figure.

. Bengalian race, its recent centre is Bengal and Orissa,
distinguished with big head, dark skin and wide nose.

This variation of races and communities created diversity in the

languages and accents of the country. The last linguistic official

census of 1931, pointed out that there are 225 living languages in

the country, represented in 4 main categories of human accents :

Asteria, Tibatian, Dravidian and Indo-Aryan.

In 1947 the Indian Sub-continent became independent from British

Rule and it was divided into two independent countries: India and
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Pakistan. Very soon, the Indian Republic realized the importance of
progress in the fields of literature, culture and science in developing
the social and political standard of her people. Thus, India took vast
and quick steps in the fields of developing literatures and arts,
spreading cultural awareness among the public and reviving past

glory of India in the sphere of knowledge, philosophy, and literature.

The constitution of India recognized 14 languages as the official
and national languages of the country, provided that the ‘Hindi’
language, with the ‘Deve-Nagri’ script would replace English for
official affairs of the State, within a suitable time, with the approval
of the Central Parliament and State Governments. Following are

the 14 constitutional and regional languages:

1. Sanskrit 2. Hindi

3. Urdu 4. Assamese
5. Bengali 6. Gujrati

7. Kannada 8. Kashmiri
9. Malayalam 10. Marathi
11. Oria 12. Punjabi
13. Tamil 14. Telegu

It is also recalled that each of them is a living - independent language
and having its own literature, grammar, style and developing history.
These languages and literatures represent the ways of life of the
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people of India in different spheres. These languages also contain a
rich treasury of knowledge, literature, art, culture and civilization,

which is indispensable for any researcher or student of these subjects.

It is not exhausted, if | say that it is a matter of sorrow and
astonishment that the Arabic Library has not a comprehensive book,
written in a planned and systematic way, dealing with the detailed
history, development and literatures of India, except some translated
stories, or some articles published her and there mentioning some

aspects of Indian literature or some well known Indian personalities.

The Frontiers of the States of Indian Republic are organized mainly on

the basis of regional languages.

Keeping in view, the urgent need of a book in Arabic language,
dealing with the languages — history, development and literatures — of
India, also to facilitate the career of research in different languages
and literatures, | decided to prepare a book in simple and modern
Arabic, containing 14 major languages recognized by the Indian
Constitution as the official and national languages of Indian Republic.
It was not an easy task, due to the great differences between these
languages, each of them itself is entitled to be a subject for a book.
Moreover, the sources and references of this subject are scattered in

many languages. Above all my persistent desire is that this humble
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effort should be a new addition to the Arabic Library, and acceptable

to the men of Letter and Knowledge.

Beside my personal experience, and experiments, through direct
contacts with the writers and authors and through reading the
literatures of these languages, | used many original general
references in Indian and foreign languages (as it is obvious from the
index of the references). | have also tried to explain the regions
covered by each language with the help of the latest map of the Indian
Republic.

(Dr.) Mohiaddin Alwaye
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